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WAR IN HEAVEN. 


Tur scene of all the conflicts which have hitherto raged between the seed of the 
woman and the serpent and his seed, has been on this earth which we inhabit. The 
malice of the Great Enemy has been vented against the Church in its visible state as 
existing among men. Her ministry, her members, her altars and her ordinances, have 
been the objects of attack, sometimes of ruthless invasion, and not unfrequently of heart- 
rending desolation.* Over this world, which embraces, not the earth only, but the 
heaven (rial) also, satan has held uncontrolled sway ever since the fall. Inspiration 
declares him to be the “ god of this world -” and the “ Prince of the power of the air.” 
As god of this world his power is vast, both in the erial and terrestrial portions there. 
of. On earth “ all the kingdoms of this world are delivered to him and to whomsoever 
he will He giveth them.” Here he “ works in the hearts of the children of: disubedi- 
ence,” “ deceiving the whole world,” and “ leading men captive at his will.” In heaven 
(rial) his control over the elements, is perhaps far beyond our present conceptions, as 
we learn from the manner in which he has employed them on various occasions, yid. 
Matt, viii. 24., Job i. 12. 19. 

Whereas, the Church has always been in a pilgrimage state, his wrath has always 
pursued her in the place of her pilgrimage. He has attacked her where he has found 
her. The war has always been on earth. Concerning this war, it is not necessary to 
speak here particularly. The ten Pagan persecutions, and the ten times ten Papal wars 
which have drenched the fields of Europe with the blcud of the Saints, sufficiently 
declare its sanguinary character. But the time is approaching when the Church shall 
be translated from earth to heaven, i. e. the aerial heaven, to meet the Lord in the air. 
This is when “he shall come again the second time without sin unto salvation to be 
glorified in all his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe. Then finding 
Satan in possession of the heavens, he shall commence an act of ejectment against 
him. Satan refusing to relinquish his place, a war ensues. This is the WAR IN HEAVEN. 
Michael and his angels, or Christ and His risen saints fights against the dragon, and 
the dragon fights and his angels, and “ prevails not, neither is there place found for 
them any more in heaven, but the Great Dragon is cast out, that old serpent, called 
the devil and satan which deceiveth the whole world, he is cast out into the earth.”— 
Thus ends the WAR IN HEAVEN. 

Is not the fulfilment of our Saviour’s vision which he had in the days of his flesh 
now first realized. “I beheld satan fall like lightning from heaven?” If we regard 








* Witness the recent destruction of the Nestorians, by his servants, the Turks, instigated, it is 
to be feared, by allies nominally Christian, but really of their Father the Devil, whose works they 
perform. 
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this saying as a prophetic announcement of the issue of this war in heaven, it isplain 
and intelligible ; on any other hypothesis, it is difficult to be explained. His expulsion 
from those exalted seats which he has so long occupied, will be am act of violence- 
He is cast down, hurled forth like lightning, and falls to the earth. 

Part of his dominion, viz., the Aerial, being now irrecoverably lost, the earthly 
portion alone remains. ‘To the dwellers upon earth, it becomes at this time an interes- 
ting enquiry. In what manner will he exercise his power, now limited to earth, and 
how long? The answer to this enquiry we may gather from the solemn proclamation 
which immediately follows the announcement of his defeat in the aerial regions, and 
his banishment from them. ‘ Wo to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea, for 
the devil is come down to you having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath 
but a short time.” His expulsion frum the erial regions, is the first act of his Almigh- 
ty conqueror, now come to wrest all power out of his hands, both in heaven (rial) 
and on earth, and overthrow his kingdom; and therefore, he appears to be conscious 
that the time of his dominion draweth to an end, which swells his rage and malice to 
the uttermost ; hence he is represented as “ having great wrath, because he knoweth 
that he hath but a short time.” 

Now commences a series of persecutions unparalleled in the history of our race- 
The dragon is wroth, and goes forth to make war with those who keep the command- 
ments of God, and the testimony of Jesus. He enters into the heart of some one de- 
scribed by John, under the emblem of a beast having seven heads and ten horns, upon 
his horns ten crowns, but upon his heads the names of blasphemy ; and giving him his 
power, and his seat, and his great authority, infuriates him to blaspheme the name of 
God and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven, (i. e., Michael and his an- 
gels who have just cast him out and taken possession,) and to make war with the 
saints and overcome them ; and power also is given him over all kindreds and tongues, 
and nations. ‘This is the War vron Eartu, pre-eminently THE WAR, distinguish. 
ed from all former conflicts by its universal and relentless character. The original of 
this picture has never yet been seen. 

This war upon earth, commencing with Satan’s casting out of the erial heaven to 
the earth, continues with unabated fury during the “ short time he knoweth he only 
hath,” and finally terminates in that battle of the Grear Day or Gop A.micury, re- 
corded, Rev. xix. 19, when the beast and false prophet, and the kings of the earth 
that are gathered with him to make war against Christ and his army, (now descending 
from heaven (erial) to earth, for “ the Lord my God shall come and all the saints with 
thee,” Zech. xiv. 6.,) are cast alive into a lake burning with fire and brimstone, and ' 
the devil that deceived them is cast into the bottomless pit, and a seal there set upon 
him, that he should deceive the nations no longer, until a thousand years be fulfilled. 
Thus ends the war on gartu. The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of his Christ. Satan has no longer the control of them, to give them 
to whatsoever he will; his power is gone as prince of the air; his dominion is lost as 
god of this world. No longer does he go to and fro through the earth, and walk up 
and down in it, leading men captive of his will. He himself is a captive tothe Mighty 
One of Jacob, who as the “ srronc man” among his brethren, “hath bound him and 
spoiled him of his goods.” No longer can he boast, “I will ascend into heaven. I will 
exalt my throne above the stars of God. I will ascend above the heights of the clouds. 
I will be like the Most High.” The decree has gone forth against him. “Yet thou 
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shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.” Securely confined in the prison 
prepared for him, the great dungeon of this world, and his access to the inhabitants of 
the earth, entirely cut off, they shall enjoy a season of repose to which they have been 
utter strangers during the six thousand years of his enlargement. How near this war 
IN HEAVEN is to us, is known only to Him who hath the times and seasons in his own 
power. Could we determine the time of the “ rapture of the Saints,” or their “ ga- 
thering together to meet the Lord in the air,” we might also know when this conflict 
in the heavens would take place. But God hath concealed this from us, that we might 
have always our “lamps trimmed, our lights burning, and be like servants waiting for 
their Lord.” To encourage us so to do, we havé the precious promise, that those who 
are watching for the Son of Man, shall not only share in the victory of this war in 
heaven, but be delivered from that “great tribulation” which shall overwhelm all those 
who are left behind to pass through the War on Earth. 


se — 


The following communication, from an esteemed friend in Salem, Mass., we insert 
for the benefit of those who attach great importance to the opinions of those faithful 
and devoted servants of Ged, who first raised the standard of Christianity in New En- 
gland, and were, through several generations, such faithful armour-bearers of the 
Captain of Salvation. The reputation of Cotton Mather, as alearned and godly Di- 
vine, still rears itself above that of his cotemporaries and successors, like the Bunker 
Hill Monument towers above the humbler turrets and spires which may be seen on 
every side. The depth of his learning and piety render his opinion on all religious 
subjects worthy of the most respectful consideration. The doctrine of Christ’s Mil- 
lennial Reign was one of those great truths which had not escaped his attention. His 
views respecting it may be gathered from those extracts from his Biography, which 
our friend has kindly sent us. Though we do not agree with him in every particular, 
yet let us hear the voice of one who, though dead, yet speaketh :-— 


The Rev. Cotton Mather was Pastor of the North Church in Bos- 
ton. He wrote and published a history of New England, about the 
year 1700, in which he gave some account of the lives and characters 
of the Ministers of New England. Among others, he gave that of Rev. 
John Davenport, who, with his associates, formed the first Church of 
New-Haven, Ct. “Sec. 14, (he says) To conclude, there will be but 
an unjust account given of the things preached and written by this re- 
verend man, if we do not mention one singular favour of heaven unto 
him. It is well known, that in the earliest of the primitive times, the 
faithful did, in a literal sense, believe the second coming of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the rising and reigning of the saints with him, a thou- 
sand years before the rest of the dead live again: a doctrine, which 
however some of later years have counted it heretical; yet, in the days 
of Irenzeus, was questioned by none but such as were counted heretics 
*Tis evident from Justin Martyr, that this doctrine of the Chiliad, was 
in his days embraced, among all orthodox Christians ; nor did this king- 
dom of our Lord begin to be doubted, until the kingdom of Antichrist 
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began to advance into a considerable figure; and then it fell chiefly 
under the reproaches of such men, as were fain to deny the Divine au- 
thority of the book of Revelation, and the second Epistle of Peter. He 
is a stranger to antiquity, who does not find and own the ancients gen- 
erally of the persuasion, which is excellently summed up in those words 
of Lactantius: Veniet summi & Maximi dei Filius. Verum me, eum deli- 
verit injustiliam, judiciumque maximum fecerit, ac justos, qui a principio 
fuerunt, ad vitam restauvaverit, mille annis inter homines versabitur, 
eosque justissimo imperio reget. Nevertheless, at last men came, not 
only to lay aside the modesty expressed, by one of the first considera- 
ble Anti-Millenarians, namely, Jerome, when he said, Quod licet non 
sequamur, tamen condemnare non possumus, eo quod multi Vivorum Eccle- 
siasticorum & Marityrum, ista dixerint: but also with violence to perse- 
cute the millenary truth as an heretical pravity. So the mystery of our 
Lord’s appearing in his kingdom, lay buried in Popish darkness, till the 
light thereof had a fresh dawn, since the antichrist entered into the last 
half time of the period allotted for him; and now, within the last few 
sevens of years, as things grow nearer the accomplishment, learned and 
pious men, in great numbers every where, come to receive, explain, 
and maintain the old faith about it. But here was the special favour 
of heaven to our Davenport, that so many years ago, when in both En- 
glands the true notions of the Chiliad, was hardly apprehended by as 
many Divines of note, as there are mouths of Nilus, yet this worthy 
man, clearly saw into it, and both preached and wrote those very things, 
about the future state, and coming of the Lord, the calling of the Jews, 
and the first and second resurrection of the dead, which do now of late 
years get more ground against the opposition of the otherwise minded, 
and find a kinder entertainment among them that search the Scrip- 
tures: and whereof he afterwards, when he was an old man, gave the 
world a little taste, in a judicious preface before a most learned and 
nervous treatise, composed by one that was then a young man, about 
the mystery of the salvation of Israel. Even then, so long ago it was, 
that he asserted, a personal, visible, powerful, and glorious coming of 
the Lord Jesus Christ unto judgment, long before the end of the world. 
But thus we take our Jeave of this renowned man, and leave him rest- 
ing in hope, to stand in his lot, at that end.” 

Rev. Cotton Mather’s sentiments relating to the second coming of 
Christ, taken from an ancient copy of his life, are as follows. His 
Biographer says: “It is well known that Doctor Mather was well ac- 
quainted with the Sacred Prophecies, on which he formerly wrote and 
printed his thoughts; so it may not be amiss to inform the reader, that 
in several things relating to the prophecies, he saw cause to alter his 
mind; particularly concerning the second coming of Christ, the con- 
flagration, the new heavens and new earth, and the calling of the Jews. 
Just before he died he had a firm belief from strict inquiry, long study, 
and much prayer, that 

1. The second coming of the Lord will be,at, and for, the destruc- 
tion of the man of sin, and extinction of the Roman Monarchy under 
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the papal form of it. Although wise men have interpreted our Saviour’s 
coming in the clouds of heaven, and the brightness of his appearance, 
as if it meant any thing besides his personal coming, herein they spoke 
foolishly and unaccountably. For as their interpretations leave us des- 
titute of any proof that our Lord will ever come at all, so they go very 
far towards a trespass on the third commandment. 

2. The conflagration described by the oracles of God in strong terms, 
and which we are warned of by the mouth of all the prophets; this con- 
flagration will be at the second coming of the Lord. To make the Pe- 
trine conflagration signify no more than the church state of the Gos- 
pel, these are shameful hallucinations, and as for the New Earth, be- 
fore the arrival of which no man can reasonably expect happy times 
for the church of God upon earth, it is the greatest absurdity to say 
that it will take place before the Petrine conflagration ; and there is no 
prospect of arguing to any purpose with such as talk so very ridicu- 
lously. 

3. Upon the conflagration the glorious God will create new heavens 
and a new earth. In the upper part of our atmosphere where will be 
the new heavens, there wil be the holy city which God has prepared 
for his people. This holy city will be inhabited by the raised saints, 
attending on our Saviour there, and receiving the inconcievable recom- 
punces of all their services and sufferings for him. The new earth will 
be a paradise, prepared for another people and full of the goodness of 
the Lord. 

4. It is impossible to find any inhabitants for the new earth, but a 
set of people that shall escape the conflagration. It is a thing plainly 
revealed to us, that our descending Redeemer, while yet at a further 
distance than he will anon coine, when he sets fire to the earth, will by 
his Almighty voice raise the dead, which he intends for blessedness, so 
FETCH THEM TO HIM as to bring them with him: As he is going on in 
his'nearer approaches with his illustrious retinue to give orders for the 
tremendous fire, he will hear the cries of his chosen, called and faithful 
ones, and he will send his. angels to do for them as once for Elijah ; 
these hundred and forty-four thousand servants of God and walkers 
with him, that have the mark of God upon them, when the destroyers 
are going to hurt the earth, shall be caught up to meet the Lord and 
with him shall they be in safety, while they shall see the earth flaming 
under them. ‘These are they who shall return to the earth, possess it, 
and people it; they shall soon multiply into mighty nations upon it. 

5. The process of judgment on the sheep and goats, in the 25th of 
Matthew, has not one of the raised from the dead concerned in it; but 
is a quick division and decision made by our Lord among the Christ- 
ians who cry for mercy, when they see the fire of God ready to sieze 
upon them, determining who shall be caught up to meet the Lord, and 
who shall be left to the perdition of ungodly men in the flames before 
them; and there shall not one ungodly man be left in the world. 

6. The raised saints in the new heavens will not marry nor be given 
in marriage, but be equal with the angels; the changed saints in the 
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new earth will build houses and inhabit them, plant vineyards and eat 

the fruit of them, and will have an offspring that will be with them the 

blessed of the Lord; and if blessed then sinless and deathless: the 

a Scriptures have expressly declared this difference between 
em. 

7. While the holy people on the new earth shall be circumstanced 
like Adam and Eve in paradise, in a pure and spotless manner living 
unto God; the raised saints, being somewhat angelically circumstan- 
ced, will be sent from time to time down from the new heavens unto 
them, to be their teachers and rulers and have power over nations, and 
the will of God will be done on earth as it is done in heaven; this dis- 
pensation will continue at least for a thousand years. Whether the 
translations from the new earth to the new heavens will be successively 
during the thousand years, or all together after it, has not been dis- 
covered. 

8. The new heavens in conjunction with the new earth under the 
influences of it, is that heavenly country which the patriarchs looked 
for, when the great God promised them that he would be their God and 
bless them; they understood it of his bringing them into this deathless 
and sinless world. ‘They who expect the rest promised for the church 
of God upon earth to be found any where but in the new earth, and 
they who expect any happy times for the church in a world that hath 
death and sin in it—these do err not knowing the scripture nor the 
kingdom of God. 

9. Such a conversion of the Israelitish nation with a return to their 
ancient seats in Palestine, as many excellent persons in later years (and 
among the rest himself,) have been persuaded of; he now thought in- 
consistent with the coming of the Lord and the burning of the world 
at the fall of antichrist, before which fall nobody imagines that con- 
version; and indeed how is it consistent with the deep sleep in which 
the Deluvium Ignis must, as that of water did, surprise the world? the 
holy people of the prophecies is found among the Gentiles the surro- 
gate Israel, the New Testament seems to have done with a carnal 
Israel ; the 11th chapter to the Romans is greatly misunderstood, where 
we find all Israel saved by a filing up of the Gentiles, which we mis- 
translate, the fulness of the Gentiles. The prophecies of the Old Tes- 
tament that seem to have an aspect upon such a nation, are either al- 
ready accomplished to that nation in the return of the Chaldean capti- 
vity; or they belong to that holy people whom a succession to the piety 
of the patriarchs will render what our Bible has taught us to call them, 
the Israel of God : but the final fulfilment of them all will be in the world 
to come, or the new heavens and the new earth where God will dwell 
with men and be their God. Of what advantage to the kingdom of 
God can the conversion of the Jewish nation be, any more than the 
conversion of any other nation, except we should suppose to remain 
upon the Jewish nation after their conversion something to distinguish 
them from the rest of the Christian believers? Now to suppose this, 
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would it not be to rebuild a partition wall that our Saviour has demol- 
ished and abolished? which a Christian, one would think, would no 
no. sooner go to do than to rebuild the fallen walls of Jericho. 

10. By all just and fair computation the twelve hundred and sixty 
years allowed for the Papal Empire must be near, if not quite expired, 
by consequence the one thousand three hundred and thirty-five years, 
which brings the time of the end when Daniel, with every other good 
man, is to rise and stand in his lot, are not likely to extend beyond the 
present century. And for aught any man alive can say the midnight 
cry may be heard before to-morrow morning. ‘Those awful things 
which our Lord foretold as the signs of his coming have been all actu- 
ally exhibited and fulfilled; we have had them all, in all the terrors of 
them, and a stupid world has not understood them. 

The Doctor was very much displeased with those, who professing 
rather to carp than search, think they have at once routed ail hopes to 
understand the Scriptures, and secured an unintelligible obscurity and 
ambiguity to the Divine oracles only by demanding with an air of con- 
tempt, where will you find Gog and Magog? They are not ordinarily 
capable of receiving a rational answer, till they have more seriously 
thought on what is to arise a thousand years before the rising of Go 
and Magog. Suppose (what indeed the Doctor would not allow) the 
question to be unanswerable ; he would then ask, is there no question 
concerning the raised bodies of the faithful which these people will con- 
fess cannot yet be answered? and yet, continued he, they will not re- 
nounce the faith of the resurrection. 

The Doctor used to say, I will also ask you one thing, which if you 
tell me I will in likewise tell you: The bodies of the raised shall they 
be furnished with teeth or no? or I will only ask, where will you find 
the nations, over which the raised saints, or the overcomers, are to have 
power? ‘Tell me that, and I will tell you where to find Gog and Ma- 
gog. As for those who think it improbable or incredible, that so dread- 
ful a thing as a conflagration should be ordered for such an evil world 
as this; they will do well to think on the evil of sin, and to remember 
that the Antediluvians had as many fine buildings, cities and artificers 
in it, and probably more people, than i \2re are in ours. No more than 
eight persons were saved out of the destruction which a flood of water 
brought upon that world; whereas there will be a greater number, God 
knows how many thousands, saved out of the fiery flood which we have 
to look for.* 

Thus I have given a brief account of Doctor Mather’s latest senti- 
ments concerning the Sacred Prophecies. I have been the more con- 
cise, because I hope I shall procure a publication of his Triparadisus, 
which will give the world a more ample account as well as proofs, of 
his persuasion.” 

The foregoing was taken from a copy of Cotton’s Mather’s Life, pub- 
lished in 1729. ‘The work alluded to above, (Triparadisus) was sent 


left * ypich says, ch, xxiv. 6, “Therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned and few men 
eft.—Eb. 
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to England for publication, and I have been informed that the vessel 


was lost on her outward passage, and of course also the copy of the 
work. G. H. 8. 


REMARKS: 

From the above synopsis of Doctor Cotton Mather’s views of the Prophecies, many 
writers on the Personal Reign of Christ, and perhaps a majority of Millenarians, differ 
in the following particulars : 

1. In relation to the Petrine conflagration, as the Doctor termed it, or the “ Dilu- 
vium Ignis,” spoken of by Peter, 2 Epis. ch. iii. 10. The Doctor places this at the 
beginning of the Millennium or coming of Christ to reign on the Earth ; whereas Mil- 
lenarians, of the English school generally, and the most of those in this country, (with 
the exception of the followers uf Mr. Miller,) suppose that the total dissolution of the 
earth by fire will not take place until after the thousand years are past, Satan let 
loose again for a little season, the last apostacy take place, together with the resurrec- 
tion unto damnation. Then the fires of God, they suppose, will kindle upon this globe 
and reduce it to that state which Peter describes. As this is a somewhat difficult 
point, and one on which there is among Millenarians a direct opposition of views, we 
invite discussion on it, and would gladly insert any well written articles on either side 
of the question. 

2. With regard to the restoration of the Jews to the favour of God, and the occupa- 
tion of their ancient seats in Palestine, which the Doctor thought inconsistent with 
the coming of the Lord and the burning of the world at the fall of Antichrist, we think 
the Doctor has himself furnished a solution of this difficulty under the fourth item, in 
which he says: ‘It is impossible to find any inhabitants for the new earth, but a set 
of people that shall escape the conflagration. As our Lord approaches (the earth) with 
his illustrious retinue, (the saints already raised and changed) to give orders for the 
tremendous fires, he will hear the cries of his chosen, called and faithful ones, and he 
will send his angels to do for them as once for Elijah. ‘These 144,000 servants of God 
that have the mark of God upon them,” (are not these natural Jews, seeing they are 
declared to be in equal proportions of all the tribes of Israel, vid. Rev. vii?) “* when the 
destroyers are going to hurt the earth, shall be caught up to meet the Lord, and with 
them shall there be in safety while they shall see the earth flaming under them. These 
are they who shall return to the earth, possess it, and people it; they shall soon mul- 
tiply into mighty nations upon it.” And can this be done for Gentiles, and yet be 
deemed “inconsistent with the coming of the Lord and the burning of the world at 
the fall of Antichrist ;” to be done also for the Jews? The Doctor asks a question, 
touching this point, which we are rather surprised to hear from so professed a student 
of the Prophecies, viz., ‘‘ Of what advantage to the kingdom of God can the conver. 
sion of the Jewish nation be, any more than the conversion of any other nation?” Is 
this the question properly before the minds of students of Prophecies, viz., to determine 
the advantages of the things therein revealed to Faith? What is this but to set in 
judgment upon the wisdom of God’s purposes? Is not the only question which the 
Interpreter is called upon to decide, this, What hath the Lord spoken? A learned 
Professor and Hierophant of the present time uses the same argument against the 
** Petrine conflagration,” and violent overthrow of all the kingdoms of the earth, bat- 
tle of Armageddon, &c. viz.: He cannot see any use in such a scene of desolation 
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and carnage and wo, as the literal Interpreters educe from the Prophecies and spread 
out to view. And is this to weigh one feather in the scale against a “ Thus saith the 
Lord?” When the Doctor raised the query, “ Of what advantage to the kingdom of 
God can the conversion of the Jewish nation be more than the conversion of any other 
nation? he ought to have put himself in the place of those to whom he directed the 
question, ‘* Will the bodies of the raised saints have teeth?” and if he could not have 
answered the question, not to have thrown away a great truth on that account. 

The Doctor’s supposition, which however he docs not favour, viz., “* That there 
might remain upon the Jewish nation something to distinguish them from the rest of 
the Christian believers,” is so perfectly agreeable to the teaching of the Prophets, that 
we find no difficulty in believing it, although to him it might seem like a “ rebuilding 
of the walls of Jericho.” When he asserts that all the Prophecies of the Old Testa- 
ment that seem to have an aspect upon such a nation, are either accomplished to that 
nation in the return of the Chaldean captivity, or they belong to that holy people, 
whom a succession to the piety of the Patriarchs will render what our Bible has taught 
us to call them, the “ Israel of God,” we are surprised, and wonder that the Doctor 
should have fallen into that same error of interpretation which has brought so much 
darkness ia the Church, viz., confounding the literal and spiritual Israel. We would 
inquire, When have ten men out of all languages of the nations taken hold of the 
skirts of a Jew and said, we will go with you, for we have heard God is with you? 
Is it replied, this is to be fulfilled in the Israel of God? This is the very thing to be 
proved. The text says, “the skirts of a Jew.” Now we know that the Jew may or 
may not be of the “ Israel of God.” But whether he is or not, he is still a descendant of 
Abraham, a Jew, in a sense in which no Christian can be. And is this term to be 
taken from its natural signification, and to be applied at will to a descendant of Abra- 
ham, or a descendant of Ishmael? Let the reader examine the whole chapter, (Zech. 
viii.) and determine whether it is not a prophecy relating to the natural descendants 
of Abraham, the Jews, in the popular sense of the word, and no others, particularly 
from vs. 20-23. We might adduce a number of other prophecies, yet unfulfilled, 
which in all Aonest« and fairness of interpretation, can apply only to the natural Jew, 
but our limits forbid. 

With regard to the Doctor’s chronology, we are not surprised that he expected the 
overthrow of Popery the last century, nor that Mede looked for it the century previous, 
making, as they both did, the 1260 days, or forty and two months, prophetical time, 
and the beast in Rey. xiii, Popery. This, in our judgment, has been the great error, 
the fundamental mistake, of former interpreters, and is still of many of the present day. 
If the beast of Rev. xiii. be Popery, and the 1260 days prophetical time, then, as Dr. 
Mather said, “ by ail just and fair computation, the 1260 years allowed for the Papal ' 
Empire, must (in his day) be near if not quite expired.” If Interpreters would carefully 
examine the difference between this beast and the woman which sits on him, which 
is the Apostate Church, as it is described in Rev. xvii., they would perhaps see that 
the beast is a power yet to arise, to destroy Popery, and when he cometh he shall con. , 
tinue a short space, v.10, which probably is the forty-two months; so that so far ' 
from “all those things which our Lord foretold as the signs of His coming having been 
actually fulfilled and exhibited,” the greatest sign of all, which is to admonish us that 
he is nigh, even at the doors, has not yet made its appearance, viz.; that man of sin 
and son of perdition who shall exalt himself above all that is called God, whose com. 
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ing is after the working of satan, with all lying signs and wonders, so that he maketh 
fire to come down out of heaven in the sight of men, and deceiveth the whole world 
by means of those things he has power to do; whom all the world shall worship; who 
shall hate the whore and make her desolate, and finally be himself destroyed by the 
brightness of Christ’s coming and the Spirit of his mouth. This monster of iniquity 
and blasphemy, who must appear just before our Lord’s visible manifestation, has not 
yet arisen. We earnestly entreat students of prophecy to look at this point, and no longer 
confound the woman, who is destroyed by the beast, with the beast which destroys her 
and is himself destroyed by Christ, at his visible manifestation. 


a 


THE UNCERTAINTY OF THE HOUR OF THE COMING OF THE 
SON OF MAN. 


Tue day and hour of the second coming of Curist, has ever been 
purposely hidden from angels and men, that the very fact of their un- 
certainty might have a salutary, sanctifying influence upon the church; 
and is therefore always urged in Scripture in the way of exhortation to 
prayerful, watchful expectancy, and readiness for the Lord’s coming, 
Matt. xxv. 36, 42—46, and xxv. 18; Mark xiii. 32, 33, 35—37; Luke 
xii. 35—40, 43, and xxi. 35, 36; Isai. xxiv. 17,18; 1 Thess. v. 2—4, 
6; 2 Peter iii. 10; Rev. il. 3, and particularly xvi. 15, where, at the 
end of the sixth vial, Christ himself draws the attention of the church 
to the uncertainty and suddenness of his coming by the exclamation— 
“ Behold ! I come asa thief ;” then pronounces a blessing on him that 
watches. ‘The following texts show how this doctrine is always urged 
in the way of exhortation to holiness and righteousness of life, prayer- 
fulness and watchfulness—1 Thess. iv. 18; and v. 10, 11, where it is 
said, “Comfort (or exhort) one another, and edify one another with 
these words :” and Titus iil. 12, 13, 1 Thess. iii. 12, 18, and v. 4—6, 
23, 24, and 2 Thess. iii. 3—5, 1 Tim. vi. 14, and 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2, 5; 
1 Peter i. 3—5, 7, 13, and 2 Peter ii. 11, 12, 14; Phil. i. 9, 10, 6, and 
ii. 15, 16, and iii. 20, 21, and iv. 1, 4,5; 1 Cor. i. 8, and 1 John iii. 2, 
3; James v. 7, 8, Heb. x. 25, 36, 37—39; 1 Peter iv. 7, Revel. ii. 25; 
iii. 8, 11; Rom. ii. 5—7, 16, and xiii. 11, 12—14, and xiv. 10—12, and 
1 Cor. iv. 5. The apostle Peter in his Ist Epist. (ch. i. 2—5, 11, 18, 
and ii. 6, 9, 12, and iv. 7, and v. 4, 10,) having shewn the holy ten- 
dency of these blessed doctrines of Christ’s second advent, the first re- 
surrection, and Christ’s personal reign with all his saints upon this earth 
renewed, and restored to its paradisaical state,—calls them exceeding 
great and precious promises, that by them the saints might be partakers 
of the divine nature, that so an entrance may be administered to them 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. See 2 Peter i. 4, 5, 11; compare chap. iii. 13, where this eter- 
nal kingdom of blessed promise, made in Isai. Ixv. 17—25, is said to be 
in the new heavens and new earth, wherein the righteous are to dwell, 
with 2Tim. iv. 1; and in v. 19, of this 1st chapter of 2nd Peter, the 
apostle exhorts us to give the more diligent heed unto the more sure word 
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of prophecy, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place (during this 
dispensation), and until the (millenial) day dawn, and the day-star arise 
in our hearts, which is Christ at his second coming (see Rev. ii. 28, and 
xxii. 16, Numb. xxiv. 17; and in chap. iii. 11, 14, St. Peter again ex- 
horts from these doctrines of the second advent, the fiery judgment, and 
millenial reign of Christ and his saints, unto all holiness and meetness 
for his coming. “ Seeing then that these things shall be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 
looking for and hasting unio the coming of the day of God.” In oppo- 
sition to those scoffers mentioned in v. 3, who are at this present day 
denying his coming, and ridiculing the doctrine as absurd ; saying that 
he can not come for a thousand years; that is, till after the millennium; 
thus destroying the doctrine of the uncertainty of the day and hour of 
the coming of our Lord, which was fully taught by Christ himself, and 
his apostles. See particularly Matt. xxiv. 36, 42, and xxv. 13—“ Watch 
ye, therefore, because ye know not the day nor the hour when the Son of 
Man cometh, and Mark xiii. 33, 35—37; Luke xxi. 35, 36; Rev. xvi. 
15; 1 Thess. vy. 2, 3; and in the 10th verse of this 3rd chapter of 2nd 
Peter. Again, inv. 14, Peter exhorts from the consideration of these 
important doctrines, saying, “ Wherefore seeing that ye look for such 
things (particularly the blessedness of the righteoug in the new heavens 
and new earth, v. 13), be diligent, that ye may be found of him in peace, 
without spot and blameless ;” and in v. 15, 16, says that St. Paul had 
especially written in his epistles of these very doctrines, which the un- 
stable would wrest to their own destruction. And is not this fully veri- 
fied as foretold, in the present day, in those unbelievers who are now de- 
riding and rejecting these doctrines, and wresting them to their own 
destruction? saying, that the coming of Christ spoken of by St. Paul 
in his Epistles, and by Christ himself in the Gospels, is only a figure in 
rhetoric ; and means not Christ’s personal coming at all, but Death,— 
the destruction of Jerusalem, &c.; and if it does mean Christ’s coming 
in any place, they need not fear that day, because it will not be at least 
for one thousand years to come, i. e., as before said, till after the millen- 
nium ; and they will have died long before that period. This is the man- 
ner in which they wrest these plainly revealed truths to their own de- 
struction, by distorting these scriptures from their literal and obvious 
meaning, into figures of rhetoric, into mere metaphors ; for instance— 
the burning up of the visible face of this world, treated of so clearly in 
this 3rd chapter of 2nd Peter, they say, is not a literal and real burning 
up of this earth, as the waters were the literal and actual destruction of 
the old earth, but merely a burning up of men’s wicked works—their 
sins, lusts, and iniquities. The new earth mentioned in v. 13, with the 
new heavens (or new atmosphere of this globe), they say, does not mean 
this very earth in a renewed state, because this world will be annihilated 
at Christ’s second coming. Again, they say the things referred to by 
St. Peter (v. 16), as treated of by St. Paul in his Epistles, are not the 
things Peter had just been speaking of; (namely, the coming of Christ 
to judge the quick, the burning up of this earth, and, in its stead, the 








a i 


oS oPS Taga 

















Se 








































—— 


108 





The Uncertainty of the Hour, &c. 


new heavens and the new earth, and the reign of the righteous with 
Christ in this new heavens and new earth ;) but that these things hard 
to be understood, and which the unstable wrest to their own destruction, 
were the doctrines of sovereign grace, predestination, election, &c., 
which abound throughout St. Paul’s Epistles: but St. Peter had not 
been touching on these truths ; and the marginal references to this 16th 
verse in our common bibles would have taught them their mistake, as 
they expressly refer the reader to Romans viii. 19; 1 Thess. iv. 15; and 
1 Cor. xv. 24. See also Heb. xii. 26—29. These unbelievers and scoffers 
in the visible church,—now swarming about us every-where, ridiculing 
these blessed doctrines,—are further foretold to arise in these last days 
of this gospel dispensation. See Jude, v. 18; 2 Tim. iii. 1—8, and iv. 
3; 2 Pet. ii. 1—2, 9, 12, 17. Some may say these are uncharitable ex- 
pressions ; I reply by saying, that the apostles use them, and they could 
not be uncharitable in so doing. Sce 2 Pet. iii. 3, 5, 16, 17, here in v. 
17, called “ the wicked ;” 2'Tim. iii. 1—5, Jude 18, 19 ; and whoever he 
may be that is willingly, ignorant of, ridicules and despises these truths, 
—so far that person is an unbeliever and a scoffer. St. Paul foretells 
such would arise in the church, denying the coming of the Lord to 
judgment before the millennium, and deceiving themselves and others to 
their sudden and everlasting ruin, by saying—* Peace and safety ; then 
sudden destruction cometh upon them as travail upon a woman with 
child, and they shall not escape.” See 1 Thess. v. 2,3, compared with 
2 Pet. iii. 16, and in v. 17, St. Peter warns believers who know these 
doctrines to beware lest they be led away by the error of these wicked 
and fall from their own stedfastness ; but rather to grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. And see Luke 
xxi. 35, compared with Isai. xxiv. 17, 18, where it is said that the second 
advent of Christ to judge the quick, will come as a snare upon the face 
of the whole earth, through the general unbelief, scoffing at, and rejection 
of his coming to judge and destroy the wicked, who have despised, or 
corrupted his Gospel. See also 1 Thess. v. 3, compared with Amos v. 
18, Isai. v. 19.—Yea, such will be the general unbelief and apostacy 
from the faith once delivered to the saints, (Jude 3, 4, &c.), that when 
Christ does come, he will not find faith on the earth, but in a few, a little 
remnant, a little flock, to whom it will be his good pleasure to give the 
kingdom ; see Luke xviil. 7,8. But the destruction of all these unbe- 
lievers and scoffers, referred to by the apostles, is inevitable ; see 1 Thess. 
v. 8, and 2 Pet. iii. 16, and ii. 1—3, 12, 17, Luke xxi. 34. 36, Jude 15: 
in the last text their doom is especially alluded to, and their hard speeches, 
spoken against Christ and his coming; see also v. 17, 18. In Matt. xxiv. 
37—39, it is said by our Lord himself, that, as it was in the days of Noah, 
when the world was in a state of universal wickedness, unbelief, and 
scoffing, at the approaching deluge ; so it will also be at the coming of 
the Son of Man; and in Luke xvii. 26, 27, it is said, all the wicked 
shall be destroyed as in the day of Noah ; and in v. 28, 29, “ Likewise 
as it was in the days of Lot, they did eat, they drank, they bought, they 
sold, they planted, they builded; but the same day that Lot went out 
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of Sodom, it rained fire and brimstone, and destroyed them all: even 
thus shall it be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed.” There- 
fore, in chapter xxi. 34—36, he warns his disciples, and all the church, 
saying—“'T'ake heed to yourselves lest at any time your hearts be over- 
charged with surfeiting and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so 
that day come upon you wnawares: for as a snare shall it come on all 
them that dwell on the face of the whole earth ; watch ye, therefore, and 
pray always that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things 
that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
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THE SIGNS, TIMES AND SEASONS, PRECEDING CHRIST’S SECOND 
COMING. 


Tuoveu the day and hour of Christ’s second coming are concealed 
from angels and men, yet the signs, times, and seasons, prognosticating + 
his coming, are every where given for our instruction, and we are ex- 
horted to study, understand, and observe them. See 1 Thess. v. 2, where 
St. Paul commends the Thessalonians because they had no need that he 
should instruct them in the knowledge of the times and seasons of the 
coming of Christ, for that they themselves knew perfectly well that the 
day of the Lord was to come as a thief in the night; and in ». 4, 5, 
that they were not in darkness or ignorance, so-that that day should 
overtake them as a thief; and then exhorts ‘hem not to sleep as others 
do; nor to be as the great majority of professors will be found, wnpre- 
pared ; nor like the foolish virgins, fast bound in ignorance and unbelief 
of his coming, and only awakened by the awful event of his appearing, 
to have the door shut against them, and to hear the Bridegroom declare, 
“ Verily I say unto you, I know you not,” (Matt. xxv.) In 1st Thess. 
vy. 5, the apostle says, they were all the children of the day, and not of 
night, nor of darkness; he therefore warns them not to sleep as do others, 
but watch and be sober ; for that God had not appointed them to wrath, 
(as he had the foolish virgins and scoffers), but to obtain salvation b 
our Lord Jesus Christ (v. 9), and to live together with him (v, 10); 
wherefore they were to comfort (or exhort) themselves together with 
these words, and to edify one another ; even as also they did (v. 11), and 
iv. 18. In Acts i. 6, 7, the apostles asked our Lord, (just before his as- 
cension) if he was then going to restore the kingdom to Israel. He an- 
swered, it was not for them to know the times or the seasons which the 
Father had put in his own power ; but that their immediate duty was to 
preach the Gospel, and be thereby witnesses of him in Jerusalem, and all 
Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth. And 
in James v. 7, the times and seasons of Christ’s coming are alluded to , 
under the figure of the early and the latter rain, which preceded the har- 
vest ; and Christ’s coming is compared to the harvest ; and in v. 8, the 
church is exhorted to be as patient as the husbandman who waiteth for 
the harvest, for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. Compare Matt. 
xxiv. 32, 33, where our Lord gives a parable expressly upon the times and 
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the seasons of his second coming ; which he compares to the budding of 
the trees, and their putting forth their leaves, as indicative of summer 
being at hand; so likewise when his church should see all those signs B | 
fulfilling, mentioned throughout this 24th chapter, especially from the 
29th verse, they were to know that he was at the door, and that their 
summer of peace and joy was nigh. And see chap. xvi. 3, where he con- 
demns the Pharisees as hypocrites, for not discerning the signs of the 
times (which he had predicted) of their approaching judgment, in the de- ’ 
struction of their temple, their city, and themselves ; which was an emi- 
nent type of his second advent to judge the world; as was also the de- 
struction of Sodom and Gomorrah by tire, and the old world by the flood. 
In Eccles. ii. 1, 17, it is said, “ To every thing there is a season, and a 
time to every purpose under the heaven.” How necessary is it, then, di- 
ligently to study the times, the signs, and seasons, which are to usher in 
that eventful purpose—the coming of Christ to judgment! especially 
as they are clearly foretold in God’s word, that we may be able to know 
them when they arrive, and be, thereby, prepared for the approach of that 
great and terrible day of the Lord. In Mark xiii. 23, Christ commands 
us to be diligent in the study of these times and seasons, some of the 
signs of which he had just been foretelling (v. 19, 22), saying, “ Take 
| ye heed: behold I have foretold you all things ;’’ see also 2 Pet. iii. 17. 
Also, throughout all the Gospels, Christ has himself fully described their 
nature and character, both ecclesiastical and civil. The following are 
the ecclesiastical signs, times, and seasons, of Christ’s second advent, or 
such as were to take place in the visible church throughout all Christen- ‘ 
dom, Matt. xxiv. 5, 9—14, 23, 24, 30, 37—39, xxv. 1—12, 31, and xiii. 
24—30, 38—40 ; here the tares are described as growing with the wheat 
to the end of the world (or age), in such profusion, that wickedness will 
every-where abound even till the end of this dispensation, Luke xvii. 
26—30, 37; see also Matt. xxviii. 19, compared with x. 18; xxiv. 14; 
Mark xiii. 9; Luke xxi. 24—26; compare v. 24 with Dan. viii. 13, 14, ' 
where in v. 14, a certain definite time is given to intervene between the 
captivity, and the restoration of Israel and Judah to their own land, and 
the cleansing of the sanctuary. In the 24th verse of Luke xxi. this pe- 
| riod is called “ the times of the gentiles, or the period allotted for the du- \ 
ration of the visible gentile church ; at the expiration of which it will be 
rejected, saving a small remnant, and judged for its apostacy; the Jew- 
ish church, in its stead, being re-elected by ingrafture into its own olive 
tree, once more restored to its own land, and for ever made the centre 
of unity of the general kingdom of Christ, in the millenial reign, to em- 
brace all the nations of the earth; see in connexion with this v. 24, Rom.xi. 
25, 30, 31,where the same subject-and period are treated of, viz., the rejec- 
tion of the one, and re-election of the other, after the fulness of the times 
of the gentiles is come in, or terminated. See also Rev. xi. 2, where the 
holy city (or the true Christian church) is said to be trodden down by the 
gentiles forty-two months, or 1260 days—the same period as the time, 
| times, and half a time, in Dan. xii. 7; which compare with Rev. x. 6, 





é 





a 











preceding Christ’s Second Coming. 11I 


where the same period is stated ; and xii. 6, where we find 1260 days of 
years mentioned, the same as (he time, times, and half a time, inv. 14, or 
three prophetic years and a half, of 360 days to the year. In Rev, xiii. | 
5, the period of forty-two months is again stated, as the time of the power 
_ of the papacy ; all these dates are the same in point of time, referring 
. to the same subjects, viz., the oppression of the Christian church by an- 
tichrist, or the Assyrian tyranny (Isai. 30, 31), under its two-fold cha- 
racter of papal and infidel ; and, if we include the 2300 days of Dan-} 
viii. 14, then involving the ‘reading down of the Jews. and their resto. 
ration with that of the clect remnant of the Christian church, after the 
destruction of their enemies. For further ecclesiastical signs, times, and . 
seasons, see Dan. xi. 30, 33, 35, and xii. 1, 4, 7, 9—12: in v. 10, it is* 
promised the wise shall be enabled to understand, but the wicked shall 
not understand ; as also in Hosea xiv. 9, where the same promise is made 
‘to the wise, when treating of the same subject and time. Hence the 
wise may be prepared to discern the approach of Christ’s coming to the 
judgment of his enemies (including chiefly those of the antichristian 
apostacy, and the Mahomedan powers, the one the enemy of his true 
church, the other of his ancient people Israel), the restoration of the 
Jewish church, and resurrection of the righteous, to reign with Him 
throughout the millennium. In ch. xii. 13, the promise is made to 
Daniel, that he should stand in his lot at the end of the days (Psalm i. 5, 
with Rey. xx. 4,6); see v. 11 of this xiith chap. of Dan., where a pe- 
' riod of 1290 days of years is given (supposed by many to have ended ¢ 
A. D., 1823) ; and v. 12, where the last period is specified (supposed to * 
» end A. D., 1868, when the universal blessedness of the millenial reign - 
shall have begun. Further ecclesiastical signs, in the apostacy, and pe- 
rilous times of the Christian church, and especially in the “ last days” 
y of this dispensation, are set forth in 2 Tim. iii. 1—5, and iv. 3, 4; 
2 Thess. ii. 9—12; 2 Peter iii. 3, 4 ; Jude 17—19; Rom. xi. 18, 20—-22, 
25—32. 

The following texts point out some of the civil and political signs, 
times, and seasons, predicted to take place in the nations of the earth, 
particularly within the bounds of the eastern and western divisions of | 
the Roman empire—Matt. xxiv. 6—8 (compare v. 21, 22, 29, 30, with : 
Dan. xii. 1, and Luke xxi. 24—26, and Joel ii. 10, 11, 30, 31, iii. 15, 
16) ; from which turn to Heb. xii. 26, 27; Hag. il. 6, 7; Isai. xxiv. 5, 
6, 13, and Dan. xi.,where we find many of these political signs, or events, 
and times specified ; see v. 20—39, in which verses we have the French 
revolution, the beheading of Louis the XVIth, and Buonaparte’s politi- 
eal history, and wars minutely detailed. Further political signs to be 
accomplished at the time of the end are given from v. 40 to 45. Com- 
pare the former verses from 20 to 39 inclusive, with the parallel passage 
in Rey. xvi. 2—11,where again the French revolution and Buonaparte’s ; 
wars are detailed, and where he is set forth as the instrument in the 
hands of God, appointed to pour out the third, fourth, and fifth, vials of : 
wrath upon the papal nations—the seat of the beast, and false prophet ;, 
v. 2, refers to the spirit of infidelity and atheism that diseased the very 
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vitals of all societies in France, producing the French revolution, and 
reign of terror, described in v. 3, which again synchronizes with Dan. 
xi. 20, at which point (v. 4) Buonaparte’s history, and campaigns in 
Italy, &c., begin, which again synchronizes with Dan. xi. 22; where- 
fore, we shall find most of these political signs, to be those typically re- 
ferred to in Matt. xxiv. 6, 7,21, and which had their literal accomplish- 
ment in the Jewish: war, previous to the destruction of the temple, city, 
and polity. These wars, and rumors of wars, nation rising against na- 
| tion, kingdom against kingdom, we have seen in part already fulfilled; 
and are referred : to in Heb. xii. 26, 27; Hag. ii. 6, 7; all these vil 
signs, and many others, have been fulfilling during the pouring out of the 
| six vials ; and during the same period, most of the ecclesiastical signs 
| have been fulfilling; for instance, that great sign in Matt. xxiv. 14, the 
\preaching of the everlasting Gospel to “all nations, through missionary 
» and Bible societies, &c. Compare Rev. xiv. 6, Dan. xi. 33—35, agree- 
ing with Mark xiii. 10, Acts i. 8; and after this great ecclesiastical 
sign is fully accomplished, then is the end of this dispensation to come, 
‘Matt. xxiv. 14, compared with Luke xxi. 24, and Dan. xii. 9. Another 
;great ecclesiastical sign now fulfilling, is the apostacy and infidelity 
abounding throughout Christendom ; also the increase of crime, or 
“abounding of iniquity,” in the Christian nations, and the waxing cold 
of the love of many professors, who have now nothing left but the form 
of godliness without the power—foretold in Matt. xxiv. 12, and 2 ‘Tim. 
iii. 1—5; also the increase of false prophets, or teachers, Matt. xxiv. 5, 
‘11, compared with 2 Tim. iv. 3, 4, and 2 Peter ii. 1; Jude 17—19; 
2 Peter iii. 3, 16,17 ; 1 Thess. v. 3; all which passages agree with Matt. 
xxiv. 15, 24; Rev. xvi. 13, 14. Most of these signs have long been 
accomplishing, that is during the time comprehended by the pouring out 
of the five, and as much of the sixth vial’s portion, as we have arrived 
at ; the signs in Rev. xvi. 13, 14, are at this present time in full exercise; 
which may be said also of the civil sign of the drying up of the Euphra- 
tes (or Turkish power) in v. 12. We are now in point of time arrived at 
this 13th verse, in which the unclean spirits are said to go out of the 
mouth of the (pagan )dragon, and of the (infidel) beast, and of the (papal) 
false prophet ; therefore all the remaining ecclesiastical and civil signs, 
times, and seasons, which are yet to be fulfilled, must, it is evident, im- 
mediately usher in the coming of Christ to judgment, and be fully ac- 
complished in the pouring out the remainder of the sixth, and the whole 
of the seventh vials ; see Rev. xvi. 13—2i, ending with the battle of the 
great day of God Almighty, at Armageddon. Here, in v. 15, Christ warns 
us of his coming, and we may expect it will be at the end of the sixth 
vial ; but how short or how long a period may elapse, ere the end thereof, 
of course, no one can say; yet all the learned and pious students of 
prophecy concur in the opinion, that it cannot be far distant ; and that 
the second advent of Messiah will take place immediately on the complete 
drying up of the Euphrates, or total destruction of the Ottoman power 
and empire. 





